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The household fee 

 

The device-independent household fee was introduced on 1 January 2019. The new system is 

simpler and cheaper.  

Since 1 January 2019 every private household pays an annual fee of CHF 365. The Federal Council 

decided on this amount on 18 October 2017; it is CHF 86 lower than the previous reception fee. It also 

commissioned the Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications (DETEC) to 

examine the level of the fee in 2020 and every two years thereafter, with the aim of a further reduction.  

There is now one flat fee; a distinction is no longer made between a radio and/or television reception fee. 

The obligation to pay the fee is not dependent on whether equipment which makes it possible to receive 

radio or television programme services (radios or TV sets, smartphones, tablets or computers with internet 

access) is present.  

However, possible exemptions are provided for  

On application, persons are exempted from the fee if they receive supplementary benefits for annual old age, 

survivors' and disability insurance from the Confederation. An application for exemption may also be 

submitted by households with no possibility of reception by electronic media. This possibility, known as 

opting-out, is limited in time to five years, as a transitional solution.  

Since 1 January 2019 there is the CHF 730 fee for collective households, as enumerated definitively in the 

Register Harmonisation Ordinance. Such households include:  

 Old people's homes and nursing homes, 

 Residential and educational homes for children and young people, 

 Boarding schools and student hostels, 

 Institutions for the disabled,  

 Hospitals, sanatoria and similar institutions in the healthcare sector, 

 Institutions for the enforcement of sentences and measures, 

 Community accommodation for asylum seekers, 

 Monasteries and other accommodation of religious groups. 

The amount is payable by the body responsible for the collective household.  

The fee for businesses is collected by the Federal Tax Administration. Since the level of the fee is dependent 

on the turnover subject to the value-added tax and since the tax administration is in possession of the data 

on the businesses involved, it is the appropriate collection agency. 

 

Legal basis 

 Federal Radio and Television Act (RTVA; CC 784.40) Articles 70 - 70d and 109c 

 Radio and Television Ordinance (RTVO; CC 784.401) Articles 57, 61, 67a and 94 - 96 


