
 
 

   
        

  

           
         
             

           
         

   
                 
               

            
          

         

  

         
            

             
               

              
             

            
           

               
          

              
           

  

           
           

                
             

         
              

       

 
             

Executive Summary/Abstract 
Structure and content of the SRG television programmes in 2021 

• Context of research 

For the Television Programme Analysis Switzerland, the Federal Office of Communications 
(OFCOM) commissioned a quantitative, multi-level content analysis of SRG SSR's linear 
television channels in 2021. The study was conducted under the direction of Joachim 
Trebbe by h1 Medienanalyse GmbH, Berlin, in cooperation with the Department of 
Communication and Media Research at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland. 1 

• Sample and method 
In spring and autumn 2021, the channels SRF 1, SRF zwei, SRF info, RTS Un, RTS Deux, RSI 
LA 1 and RSI LA 2 were digitally recorded over the scope of a complete natural calendar 
week. Using a standardised procedure, the material was analysed on a structural and on a 
content level regarding programme and topic structures, regional references, and other 
quality criteria. A total of 2,352 programme hours were examined. 

• Programme structure 

All the analysed SRG SSR channels have stable programming schedules. Editorial content – 
meaning potentially journalistic productions – takes up between 69% (RSI LA 2) and 97% 
(SRF info) of the average daily broadcasting time. There is a strong emphasis on low-cost 
short-term reruns, which account for 16% to 59% (and 87% for SRF info) of an average 24-
hour day. In terms of programmes, there is a focus on television journalism as potentially 
informative formats. This category dominates the broadcasting of SRF 1, RTS Deux, RSI LA 
1, RSI LA 2 and SRF info, especially during prime time. Within television journalism, news 
programmes are found to be most common, except for SRF 1 and SRF zwei. In contrast, 
SRF zwei (42%) and RTS Un (41%) focus on fictional entertainment such as films and series. 
Non-fictional entertainment, i.e. shows, games and quiz programs, only play a larger role 
within the broadcasting of SRF 1 (9%), RSI LA 1, and RSI LA 2 (5% and 4% respectively). 
Sports traditionally take place primarily on the second channels for each language region. 

• Topic structures 

Within television journalism, the analysed channels focus on controversial topics and 
factual issues. These account for the largest share of journalistic airtime within all channels, 
except for SRF zwei. SRF info and RTS Deux even devote a total of slightly more than half of 
their daily broadcasting time to these two categories. Within the controversial topics, Swiss 
political reporting represents an important pillar of television journalism in general as well 
as for news in particular. Compared to the 2019 results, this topic segment has grown 
overall, whilst politics without Swiss participation remains at a similar level. There is a slight 

1 h1 medienanalyse GmbH conducted the 2021 study on behalf of GöfaK Medienforschung GmbH. 
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increase in the reporting on business and social controversies. This results in an overall 
increase in reporting on controversial topics, which is also reflected in news coverage. This 
means that between 2.5 hours (RTS Un) and just under 10 hours (SRF info) per day are spent 
reporting on topics of particular relevance to society. The second important pillar is 
represented by factual topics without political or controversial references from business, 
media, science, etc. Up to 4.5 hours a day are reserved for them. In contrast, the other topic 
areas such as human touch, consumer topics, or sports are at a low level. Like 2019, there 
is a small increase in reporting on consumer and health topics. They make up for 1% to 8% 
of the daily airtime.   

• Regional reporting and specific thematic references 

The latest license for the SRG contains regulations for the coverage of specific topics and 
actors within the broadcast programme. For this purpose, the overall programme structure 
and the journalistic content was analysed regarding various additional components. Among 
other things, programmes aimed specifically at children and young people and formats 
targeted to individual language regions were identified. 

In addition, regional references were analysed within journalistic programmes: Similar to 
the data in 2015, 2017, and 2019, most regional references refer, as expected, to the own 
language region. German-speaking Switzerland, the largest part of the country, is referred 
to by programmes in neighbouring regions in up to 32% of the reports. Inversely, French-
and Italian-speaking Switzerland are mentioned much less frequently in SRF programmes, 
at a maximum of 9%. References to Rhaeto-Romanic Switzerland are found exclusively in 
the German- and Italian-language programmes. 

The latest licence for the SRG also mentions social discourses on gender and diversity. 
References on these topics were identified within all controversial topics as part of a quality 
and actor analysis. Up to a maximum of 6% of the reports touch on this topic area. In 
contrast, the Covid 19-pandemic is addressed in about one third of all controversial topics. 
Lastly, for most channels, female actors appear or have a say in more than half of the 
controversial reporting. However, as in 2019, the proportion of female actors varies widely, 
ranging from 33% to 63%. 
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